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! Q. Deacrlbe brlei'l,v the several posmions you held durmg the period
A ccmnencmg a few years before the war and continuing throughout.

A. In 1937 I went from ths Alr E’orce staff to become Chief of Luft-
flotte Nos 1 in Berlini In that capacity I was lead ing Iuftflotte
Noe. 1 agamst Poland and at the seme time I was preparing the. aerial

: dc.fsnse of Berlin, as well as of the area of.my Luftflotte. In the
Sprmg of 1940 I became Chief of Inftflotte Noe 2 and in that capac~-
“ity I was taking part in the campaign against Frence, Holland and
Belgium and afterwards I took part in the aerial warfare, against

j England. Immediately after that I was tra.n.sﬁerred to the Eastern
Front and was leading Luftflotte Noe 2 against the Russians in co-
operation with the Army Group "Mitte. At the end of 1940 (November)
I was transferred to Italy, where ny main task was to secure the
trangport of arms to Rommel - the air invasion of Africa wgs part of
the. task of my Iuftflotte. With the beginning of the Anglo-American
cempaign in Northwest Africa, I was appointed Cormanding Officer of

4 ~all Forces in the Mediterranean Area and then during the campaign
across Tunisie, Sicily and Italy, I was: severely wounded and out of
action for three or four months. In that time I had under rny ecormand

" all three Forces, Army, Navy .and Air. I was operating directly
under Missolini and under the Chief of Staff. of all Italian Armed
Forces. later, after the revolution im I‘cal‘y. I was directly under’
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the cammand of the OKW and was dependent on close cooperation with
Missolini. After the Remagen crossing I was appointed eommander in
Chief in the West and conducted . the final campaign until:thse
capitulation.

Have you been a professional soldier all of your life?

Yoss I am an artillery officer "by birth#.,.

EPRE~WAR DEVELOPMENT OF ILUFTWAFFE.

Prior to the outbreak of the war, when you were a member of the Iuft-
waffe Staff, what general plans for the expansion of the Luftwaffe-
were mode ?

v .
I have to gp back a little while. I was’ very well acquainted with the

development of the Air Forces frem 1933 to 1937, but from 1937 on, my
knowledge i1s limited to what I know ebout Iuftflotte No. 1, of which T
was Chief. Therefore, this question is hard for me to answere. I believas
that Goering would be better able to give you information on that.
Everything hed been done to make the German Air Forece from the peint of
view of airmanship, aircraft, fiak, air corps gignals, etec., the most
formidable in the world. This effort led to the faect that at the be=
ginning of the wary or in 1940 at the latest, from a fighter viewpoint,
fram a dive biomber viewpoint, from a ccmbat viewpoint, we had particu-
larly good aircraft, even if the standard was not uniform: entirely, and
our flek was ‘excellent beyond any doubt. The Luftwaffe signals people,
at %}hat time, could still acquit themselves welle v

Did the Inftwaffe plan a short or a long wer?

- This is a queation which I can hardly answer., I do not believe that

the thought of any special war entered into the plannmg as it was the
desire of Germany to get back into world campetition. through possessing
a strong air force, But also here Goering will be able to answer better
than I. I sam only say that, according to our standards. we built it on
a very broad ‘bagis and that we did our best, as far as azroraft is gon~-
cerned. . .

Did Germany ¢ onceive air power largely as a supporting arm of ground _ii--
troaps in the planning years?

I do not beliieve so because thers was an air force of its own with a
canplete sepmaration from the armed forces. '/ :

At the outbrseak of the war, how many operational aircraft did Germany
have? .

I can not sayy that. I do not know.,
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THE POLISH CAMPATGN. (1939

¢ -\ '_ﬁibipated in the first. campaignl in Poland?

your appraisal of the contr ibut fon of the German Air Foree
1 the success of that campaign?

e not think that a decision would have been made in that short
» bime and so decisively without the Inftwaffe. _ '
Waa there any substantial air-opposition in that campaign?

"'?'“-lqahe Polish fighters were not “bad.” Apart from this, there was notice-
I'-abla flek around Warsaw, but Ootherwise littles

o

: Q,. Whet was your method of" enmloymén-’p..-of air pdwer_ dur ing that campaign
© ¢ ¢and vhat were its accomplishments? o

A This ‘campaign. is'outstanding becauss of the' development of the tech~
" nique of air support of ground- troaps. ag carried out by the Ju 52, straf
ing attacks by Me 110s and bomba rdnents attacks on heavy resistance
centers;, like ‘Warsaws - Of particular importance were low level attacks
. " of fighters, light' banbers.and diye bombers against merching columns
- " ‘both in withdrewals and in protection of flanka., o

o

Qe From the end.of the Polish' Cempaigniuntil the, bégirining of bhe cam-
- ¢ ..palgn :l.'x:-.the -West in the Spring of L940, ‘what were ‘the plans with re=-
v t:@ard o the expansion of the "mftwaf‘,;tfe_,?__;---l-"

_ ,':I.-‘.I_heyl-are_s not, known 4o me. ‘The main taakwa.&'baﬂplug up thée holes
" that: were created by that campaign and -to smooth out the bugs that
.' were _-anéun\t‘ered- : s S

"..- ﬁad “the logses be_;én great_ in that oumpéign?

g~ A.They wore ‘entirely bearables Light bambers _.si:ffei-ed the heaviest
-+ - lossesl The fighters; I believey lost 207 in arews.- There were
© about threé or four times that many losses in aireraft,

™ Qe -Whaf: leét_;oﬁs did yo{.-l.-_ learn ilp. that campaign? :

Lo :-'In-.;lQl;O, I wrote a ljfttlle'._'article'a_bouﬁ that, the great importance

. of ground support through -the Air Force working in close coepera-
tion with the ground force, the Jhistory-making importance of the
d-ive~bomber, the tremendous a’cwraey-anﬁ non-vulnerability of that
kind of aireraft, and especially the fact that the Light bamber
did not heve the tremendous results that were ‘expected. .
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With Englend and France as enemies at that time 81d you intend to
build.a long-rangs heavy hamber? ol ' o

Tese We had developed the He 111 and the Ju 88 and they were actu-
ally put into the fighting as long range heavy bamberss The Ju 88 3

.was then used in the- French Campaign and against Englands,

The Ju 88 is not really a long range banber? : ) >

It was considered a long range bomber at that’ time, baut unfortunate-
ly we had a low opinion of the 4 engine aireraft, an erroneous be-
lief, which proved to be a nmistake in the course of later years.

Do you consider it a mistake not o have prodgcéd"fou.r engine
bambers?’ ’

In vetrospect, it would have been important, in view of the large
space that the war was fought on, and it wculd have been better if
we had had long range boambersi T would like to Zay this. The

Me 262, mamfactured in appropriate numbers/ would have been death
to the four-engine bomberi v =

After the Poligh Campaign, did.Gemmany econsider -its Air Force ade-

quate and did they desist from g 'substantiél_ increase in production?

This .is unknown to me. There was a constant effort to keep on
strengthening the Iuftwaffe from the beginning of the war; but there
was a feeling that the Iuftwaffe was up to standards with regard to
the French and English Air Forces. By % ons

IR IN THE FRENCH GAMPATGN, (1940).

What is your appraisal of the contr'ibut ion of the air force toward the
quick success of the campaign in France?

The whole campaign was very interesting for us because we organized
and carried out the first air-borne landings and parallel with it
provided air support of ground troops of the +type which had proved
dtself so valuable in the Polish campaign. This became more impor- -
tant in its effect against hostile tankse Apart from this, the ILuft-
waffe distinguished itself in strategic operations against harbors,
against railroads and marshalling yards., There was also the attack
8gainst the enemy air force on the ground, particularly .. the at-
backs against the ensemy airdrames in the area of Paris. The babbles
in the air were decided canparatively quickly, although we can not
conceal the fact that when a formation of Spitfires attacked our
bombers, we. had VOry great difficulties: I mey add that the 88 mm
gun firgt proved its immense value in this carpaign.

R
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Ehe Me 109 still had the edge.

Without air power in that carpaign, m.ght the results of the cam-
palgn have been different in your judgient?

e &

. The "égirrbdrne operations could, of course, nb'f b?dve been carried out -
‘in Holland without airplanes.

- tanks and our infantry divisions and particularly the breakthrough

Aport from thig, the fight of our

arcnd Sedan - would have been difficult without air power. It was

‘noticed even then that the French .and the. Enghsh were markedly

hampered in their movement., I would algso like to add that Dunkirk

© would not have been as mch of a oatab’ﬁrophe if the Luftwaffe had

not been there._- . ) RS

Why WE’LS it not nore of a: ca‘bastrophe? &

‘l\

"_'All durmg; 'I:ha six years of" war, 1 have had, ’r.he convmtion that the
' God. of Weather haa not played ball with us.
-"baﬂ Wenther when worwere not able %o fly.

'Ihe_re were 'l;wo dayg aof

"'Did all:Led air power mpede Ge man ground tromp novemen;hs in that
_ campazgn? : B

‘-I'Almost not at all because our ;E:.ghters and ou:c' flak: were superior.

" Did the Geman Alr Force enc;ounter nu.ch flalc frcm 'i;he Allied 9ide?

Helatlvely very lltt1 s To a. larger deg,ree around Dunk:l.rk. EE't:)tterdam

i

Did you cccnsmer that the RAF was belng held back and was not flght-
ing with full strength? | g i

_.;.'.,...-,‘_..;.‘;_.._..., e ooy

It was not known to me at that timo, but, I.wondered why. the English
came over in only small numbers. I cons:.dered it a transport problenm
in tringing up supplies.for the asircraft. It had to be asguned, how-

'_ ever, tha‘b sﬁronger forces rerﬂ.amed bacl-e there in order to push train-

ing .
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Did you have any experience with Americen fighters ﬁhi%h"the' Frehch .

Noe The overall picture is undoubtedly that the enemy aireraft,
except the Spitfires, could not canpare with ourss .

L

Were the air lOSseg in that campaign substantial?

The campaign was rmuch rore cosfly than the Polish campaign because
it lasted longer ands secondly, because we were fighting an enemy
with more experisdnce: low level attacks were costly due to the front #
line flake Thirdly, we had sane losses of observation aireraft which

were shot down by Prench Tighterss Flak was strong aroind Dunkirk,

and also flak protection of ground forces was pretty strong in that

. campaign.
"-‘..o,..j"- What &5 essons did the Luftwaffe learn fram that campaign?

‘I- did not- have tine to write a book on that because we started very

fast to prepar'e the war against Englands The lessons were essentially

- the same as those¢ in Poland - (1) The importance of the Air Force

support of ground troops;. (2) the importance of the fighter-baaber,
whichshowever, needed strong fighter cover; (3) the renewed realiza-
‘tion of the limited operational use of the Me 110. Ve set up a
Specially trained group of these Me 109s and 110s and we had good re-
sults later on’ against England with it. There was also the lessgon

that the Ju 52 was a suitable but not an ideal airecraft for air-

borne operations. Also that the He 111, although it was good, did

not live up to expectations and that the Ju 88, which had just been
started in production, was better, It was also learned that the obe~
servation planes o uld operate only in favorable weather and at the

- proper time of the day with fighter protection or at great altitude.

Ve

Qe

de

Fran the organizational point of view, the coaperation of the Army and
the Jl_ir Force proved to be very useful and a special effort was nade
to unite the different flak units unto a whole flak division. 4s far
as gignals are concerned, both caripaigns brought a lot of suggestions.
There was finally the realization that the most nobile of all air
forces is very easily hampered by its dependency on the ground. By

. that, I mean its dependency on a usable airporty and.on the supply of

olectricity and water, Tho English and Americans have solved this
problem admirably,

ATR IN THE BATJ;LE OF BRITAIN.

What about the plan to invade England?

The most opportune time would have been irmed lately following Dunkirk,
but the breparations were not ready at that tiree I personally re-
gretted very much that this attack was called offe The preparations
were ordered but later on recalled because the September-Qctober

boriod were the linits of the possibility from the preparation point of

UNCLASSIFIFT
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AP,

Q,; What did the D.lftwaffe do in preparation for this invasion?

Ae ‘I‘he preparat:.ons were very a‘mple because I &and ny air fleet were

1ocated .opposite the target and it was only mentél preparation on

‘our part and maybe bringing up additional operational groups and

ST PR finding air fields for. then, and then conférences on -the eocpera- ;

e . 7 %don with the Arry. and Nevy imrleomtely before, durlng and after the |
invagion. PR e o :

ge Did the Inftwaffe think it ‘dould be acoanpl;i.-‘sh_ed?. :

3 '\ & © T recammended the invasion very stlro‘ngly to the Reichsmarshal and
since a leader can not lead unless he has faith, I believed in it,

'boqt- \ 5 I ' ) '
Qe Wby was the invasion called off‘?

2. _ _,_M' " I am convinced that the preparation as far ag procurement of sea=
. - going craft was not sufficient, I mugt “assume ‘bhlS. This is the
b, only thing that could ‘have stopped ite ,+ :

Qe Is it correct that the Nevy played the decls:l.ve part?

Ao I should agsume so because there was no hesitation' on the party
of any other branch of thé Armed Forces. It must have higed on
the fact that they did not have the necesaary tonnage -for the
ferrying of the Army.

: - ¢onducted -

Qe . Wms 'bhe Battle of Brltam - the air battle /Izlxsr preparation for

the mvasion? g " ) ; s .‘ N

. de -Yes, at any rate. the air attacks as such can be regarded as an
... ‘introduction t6 the invasion. T can not recall the exact date atb
which 'tme we were notified that the invasion was called off,

& _.’;Why wore the air’ babtlos ealled of? ©© U e

g o, { s '_ Ao - Because our losses wére too. hlgh. Because we dld not have enough
RO - "j‘fighter excort for the bon"aers. ' g e .

' Q,. ' Was thig’ because of the compara*bively short rangga o:E' the Me 109
- and 110%? v 5

Ae  Yes, partly. It took a long time and & lot of prectice to send

L .. . .over proper fighfier cover., 4ds for the Me 109, they were able to
D e 1 Ly PrWldG fightc,r escort all- the: way back to. the ‘Ffench'.Ooast. This

&, . wag done by increds mg thedr range through the use of the belly

tank ahd a B.VS*tem of relays of escort. We also us:ad Me 110s in

-
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places whers.we did not expect very heawy fighter opposition and

by pushing ‘our land bases nearer the English Coagt,

_Wes it "the loss of fighters or bombers that was disturbing, or both?

‘The losses were mich larger in the beginning in bambers, of course,

‘and the Spitfires were not so efficient, at first, but as the

" Bnglish improved the Spitfire, we were .outemarted and the Eng lish
could dive through our bomber formations and shoot them down fraa
the formation. ’

‘What were the strategic objectives of the attack? :

In the first place, the enemy air force. Secondly, seaports,
thirdly, the enemy war production, and in fourth place, the at-
tacks on London, which had hostile vital installations as targets.
We had strict orders from Hitler and Goering not to banb cities
under any eircumstanees = only the industrial production. Hitler
had ordered that we should not start the banbing of eivilian popu~
lation, but he did, however, order the bambing of political targebss

What is a political target?

The goverment district - the leadership center. v
Do you think that you carried out strictly Hitler's orders?

As & flyer’ T have to say the following. The order was given and
carried out, if pogsible. That there are times when a bomb has to

be released by accident, -ig well- .known to every awviator.

Were strict ofders given to the crews not to let the bdmbs fall in
the eidy? . wm : :

Until,..:suc_h-"tizﬁe as the terror attacks were started. by theAllies,
- this order was never eountermanded. The first attacks on London

~ Were limited %o military objectives. However, the English started

very early with their attacks against German cities. That this
kind of attack called fQr counter=reasures, became a firm convie-
tlon of the Fuhrer. He made a speech to the world on this which
everyone knowgse o -

What about Rotterdamr IR

First, EQtterdam was be ing defended in the parts which were later on
~attacked., gecondly, in this case one could hotice that a fim atti-
tude had to be taken. ‘This one attack brought irmediate peace 1o
Holland, It was asked zfor by Model and was approved by the OKW. It
Whs a very small part i.n the heart of Botterdam. I would like to

i
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add in this connection that Model asked for a. second attack. I
had my reconnaissance planes £ly over the area in question and
they reported that they did ndt-think a second attack’ was nec-

essarys Thereupon, the. planes which had already left werc re=-
called, . ' '

Did you learn any specinl lessons as to aip power in the Battle
of Britain? :

The war against England taught a very importont lesson, First of
all that it was necessary to have an airplane which could heve a
long range and carry a large load of bombs and also have self-
protection. Second; that the radius of our fighters was not suf-
ficient and also that our fighters weren!s sufficiently armed
against the eneny. w

ATR IN THE RUSSIAN CAMPATGN.
et A lOl

When did you go to the Russian front? -

dpproxinately eight days befors the attack.

How long were you there?

A 3

Did yéu have air superiority over the Russiens?

I may say that the Russian air force was very far advanced but as

far as performante and training is concerned, they were not up to
German standards.

“_What'was the principal cause of tﬁe failure of the Rusmian cam-

paign? -

This is hard to say, T was not in it towards the end, but I do
not think that in any case the Russians had the characteristics
for aerial warfare. -4s far as raterials are concerned there were
certain standard achievements bt the technical ¢reative power
was not such as to compeare with the Engliish and dpericans.

AIRIN THE VEDITTERANEAN CAMPAIGN.

- IQ:. _.'

Did yan_gdifochefmediﬁteféhbanﬁa£tef”ydﬁIleft Russia?

What wﬁs'thexsituatibn when you arrived there?

~'9 -
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The situation was that the Italians could not cope with their oppo-

‘nents.and Rormel's qnmias_We;e running into difficulty, mainly be-
.-cause the supply lihes were not functioning properly.

Why didn't they function properly?

Because whole convoys were torpedoed by torpedo subnarines.

What about aircraft abttacks on convoys ?

Vory unpleasant at a later date.

Where was Rommel when you arrived?

Between El Gazala &nd Tobruki

What was the reason for Rormel's failure?

I have to amswer this question on a bpoader basis. I spent three and
one-half years in Italy and believe I know the Italian soldier well.
Apart fron excellent individual achievements, I have seen failures on
all fields of the Italian .armed forces which were simply unbelieveable.
Then you have to add a Southern stubborness which does not like to
accept advices It would have been best if the Italians had rTemained
neutrals If, however, we wamted to hold the Mediterranean, we would
have to rnake it .a main thester of operat ions, knowing how important
the Mediterranean vias for the British. Here ‘again, the peculiar
traits of character of the Italians showed up in that thoy would not
accept any help and thought that they could tackle the Jjob thenselves.
They did ask for hélp now and then but when a division arrived, they
said "No , one division 'is not enoughs"

What was the ain of the Germsns in the Méditerranean?

As far as I can see there was no-aim for us there. But if Ital& was
%o be in the war, Malta should have been eliminated.

Would you.personallf have abandoned_Italy as.a theateriof'war?

No. The Genmaﬁ éim. in the first place, was to gef the Italians

Why did Rormel have no gucasess?

This is primarily due to the problem of supply. Before I arrived,

there were losses up to 80%Z. When I arrived with the.Air Force, I

cut the losses down to 20%, but that was still serious. The second

reason was that the Italian divisiona employed varying tactics. I

told Missalini personally that he should dissolve this or that dive

ision or it will affect all other divisions. One division fought well
~ 10 = ’
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. "and the other orie did ‘not flght at all., But I have to be fair

o “$he Itéllans. _ Their’ equlpment wds so niserable - that, in

i _‘éll falrness, you cnuld hot” expect a:rwthmg better from such an
drmy. "I Wwould also I:Lke to gay” that I personally was definitely

S E,.
A.‘

B ____:;, Q,_

qn

Ao

e
"Rt

against the cémpalgn gga’inst Cairo, but B,omnal, who incidentally
“was the best Army Cormander, . believed that he would .be able to
reach the Nile'snd Cairo. I personally’ belleved that because of
the difficulty. of supplies. for the Arry . and- of bages for the air
war and becausé the English coulq)eland frésh "GI‘OOIJS via the Indian
- ‘Ocean, the whole operation would/doubtful._ I hod. asked to attack
Malta because, flrst of all one mu.st seca.tre his lines of supplies,

A’c what po:.nt s Homel at that ’sme? P
At the Egyptian-Ttalian hOrdera Sldl Baram. |

How Tilch effect did the baabing of Bengaszi and ports like that
have‘? ; .

They had less effect than abtacks on. roa:ting, targets at seas It

wes the same in Tunis and Bizerte., The blggest dlfflcul'tles were
over the smking of the shlps at sea.

What cibout tha a'l;tacrlcs on shlpping in- Naples and Salerno?

[3

Look:.ng bacek on ’chose attacks, which at the tme looked very large,
‘bhey soem to be nosqul‘bo bites hows =~

At what stage of the North African operations dld the #llies be~

" ccne superior in the air?

&7

Qe

] 4‘;,'

Qe

e

From El Alemein ony they definitely hai @ ir superlorlty. The
Allied Air Fordes outnumbered us and theéir qiality ‘was- improving
all the time. At the time of El Alamein we eould, stn.ll use dive=
banbers, but they had to have fighter proteeti ony

.@‘Lfter El Alemein, dld you’ favor holdlng on’ :|.n ’Iunlsla,?

Th:l.s was a necessmy because, at the monent in whlch we had to
evacuate the E1l Alamein position and no other positiion hed been
propared in view of the terra:.n, evacuation becane necessary. Onhe
“hod to delxberate as to whe’cher there wed. enough to return to

" Europe but the naval p0wer was ‘not su;f‘f‘ 1cxent for that, An addi-

tional difficulty arose Wwhén the Engl ish and Americans attacked
Africa. ,-

Did All:;.ed air attack drive you out of Tunisia?

In 1y opinion, 1% was the most efféctive’ largd scale air force

erploynent I hawe ever seen. If the Anglo-American air forces hed

not been in Tumlsia, Sicily &nd Italy, the Gemrmon forces would
- ll -
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never have. retreated: thers.. The air force, at that time, was constant-

_,ly attacking our supply lines. Furthermore, your air force always kept
* ‘glose on our heels.. Besmes. the terrain was such that we were depend-

ent on very few rvoads. In addition, there were the attacks against our
_harbors. rmlroad 1scharge points, etc.

What effec‘b d:l.d the bombmg of air fields have?

Va‘-rymg-.’ Where there was flak protection the losses were bearable, .

but in Sicily, through bad lendership, the losses were considerabile.

Although there were low level straf ing attacks, it was the erployment
of Bbambers which put the air fields out of uss, .

How do you explam the failure to supply high quality reinforcements
both in quality. and - quantl*by?

I can not give'you any information on that because even arong the air
foree there is no clarity on the subject. The only thing I know is
that in about 1942 the highest priority in production was to go to the
air force, .whigh in practlce wag not oarrled oute

How did you'personally explain it?

The logses caused in Russia made 1t necessary to ghift the highest
priority of production fram the air force to the army. The campaign
in Russia:entailed a great loss in equipment, transport planes and
flying crewse.

LY

‘Was there any tendency to consider that your air organizaetion was not
functioning well in procuring &u.pplies and replacements?

I can not tell you the reasoq as I.was sent to Italy and all I know is
tha’c I was very mad about it. S

Was the quality of pilots deteriorating?

No, training was still good.

~ Were any representations mede to Hitler to change the cdltrol of the

Inftwaffe?

.o

Noi - T believe that ths Wuhiver wis not vewry tuch elated at the lose of

 effieiency af the air. forece, and that at that .time he lost most of the

eonfidence he had in, Goering.

When you Paroonally noticed this about the I_uf‘swaffe, did you do any=
thHing about it?

I saw at El Alesmein that it was high tarxe to “gst gomg" I was no

Sl
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longer under the Iuftwaffe, The Iuftwaffe was no longer-up to par,
This was known to both the Fuhrer and the Reichsmarshal and also the
rests. At erery conversation with the Fuhrer I used to ask'When will
| the Luftwaffe arrivet. - I -suppose.. thet Keitel will have a: better in=-
sight into this matbers Tt was further nade more difficult through
- -the bombing of Gemany, but. Hitler was strong in ‘saying that it was
not a cormander's business: to gpeak of samething that was not under
his comand, :I.was: often told by Hitler and Goering ‘that they ecould
'+ not give us planes right now; but in two or three weeks we would be
o " % given 1,000 or 2,000, I know that they were trying their best %o b
: ; get us what we needed.

PESP

e

 nem o WRE :;
A Qe Why was not the attack made on Malta in order- to bring about a de- b
s - , cision there? _ ¢
5 . 1 ' N P © A ) eeaNSentustine. Trhted o
de At the first conference with Hitler shortly after I took over in the
Mediterrancan, I urged that Malta be taken, but Hitler told me that
1t would not be done because it would cost too many men and there wag
no- argument about it. After I had learned the possibilities of the
theater, I went back and asked again that Malté e taken. Then
+ -Rermel came and he thought - thdt "the time was very faworable for push-
“ing right through to the Nile. After that operation, however, which
- Wos ordered by Hitler, a decisive attack on Melta was ruled out. I
- -‘also wanted o use Bizerte as a port- of entry and Hitler would not
allow it because there was a treaty with France and Massolini. I
adviged Hitler several tines to use the port anyway, but Hitler
~wanted 0 live up to the treaty ‘with the French.- s

Qs Why did you hold out in Italy as long as you'dﬁd?:rp_f
e TH wie impossible to do otherwiscs The position af my. troops becne
very difficult and they just had %o stick it oute - It is not always
i E Wwise to withdraw to the shortest line and with regerd to the enemy
s AL - adr foree, it is best ‘to keep it away from. the homeland.. Also, in
- ©7 the south of Italy there were Bari and Foggia and ‘I did ndt want $o
BENEE " . glve them up as bases from which the Allies could ‘carry the war to
= B 2 Germany. . I also”advocaﬁed,holding.the.Apenniné_Linéo,

; Qe Did you. give up Foggia because you were forced to or were you
FELe 0T L opdered (0% Ty S et : el
ke It was an’order. from:Hitler, and -I gave it U WAL TRy LA BELe Be-

2 Qe Why was the_hea?&;aitaékwén{baééiﬂb:ndf coﬁﬁletel& Successful?

5 v A.\'That;a$taak,haﬂ;re}ati?ely.liﬁflé}5ucéesa“becausa.the troops were
“v T < s wellsstablisheg underground by wirtus of the fighbting there.
Many people remained fit for combat. The fight could be carried on
with a good hope for sucecésgs Basides, we had very good troops
which had gotten over their fenr of boabing attacks.
; ST 2 Y Ny
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How about the effectiveness of the banbing of the Alpine gateways,
such asg the Brenner Pass?- . ‘

Tﬁfohgh proPer_organization'we were able to rebuild the railroads so

. that. .we were always able to get through. I always thought the Allies
‘should have gone-all out on a few main lines, rather than switch

fram one road to another, as was done. We put in technical forces to
rebuild:the roads as they were bombed here and thers and we finished
the. job on tines. We camouflaged some of the bridges by making then

appear as not being repaired and we set up fake railroads in the fields.

Is it nore effective to bomb marshalling yardé, railway bridges,; or
railway lines? . .

'The bridges. The lines you can fix up, but the bridgas are hard to re-

pair.
What islﬁhe‘bést way %o go about baabing a bridge?

I think the best way is by high level bonbing, and also dive bombing.
The nost effective thing is a combination of an attack on the flak
positions and at the same tinme high level attack by baabers.

Do’ you have any criticism of the fype of borb used by the British and
Americans? '

There is no ciificiém, they are very good.i'ihrough years of experi-
ence, you have found a system in which nothing of importance can be

"y

Did you underteke to hamper in any way the 15th Air Foree. pperations

at Foggia in their attacks on the homeland?

We intended to establish air fortresses in Northern Italy where we
could have suffigient fighters to engage your bombers before they
could cross into Germany and inflict considerable dariages These planes
were t0 be 262 which should have been flown %o thogse fortresses, but
Bhey "Jjust didn*t arrive before the war came to an end.

What were your briincipal shortages of supply in the Italian campaign?

The nost serious were in the air foree. We did not heve enough
fighters. .If we had had a few rore fighters, many Allied operations
would not have SUcceeded at alle Then, good leadership. One of the
biggest difficul ties was the shortage of good obgorvation planes. We
were developing a good photographic plane which took wonderful pic-
tures and operated at 10,000 meters, and which could not have been
caught by your figmters. It was a 238, a Tank airplane. It was also

3o ) o ™ ""l[l.-
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impossible to attack your air fields around Foggia because of

the shortage of bcmbers. s for naval craft, I was short of
U=boats and assault boats. 4s far as the Army is .ooncerned,

I wanted one: or two riore Alpine Divisions and tanks.. I thought
I never had enough tanks, but taking into consideration the ter-
rain, they. were probebly sufficient on the whole. .There was
Just one period when tanks were very short - this was when I

was in Romee. In general, the ams were perfect so that I could

-not complain. I could have used more artillery. . Arrmnition,

both quality and quantity were good, but never too much of it
It was reported at one time that our light infantry were shoot—

« .ing. one bullet to ten of yoursy but I made a personal investi-
. gation of that report and féund that the ratio wasg in fact a-

Qe

A

e
A

Qe

Qe

Qe
Ao

sBout dno to “two., The greatest difficulty was the longer range

© of the Anglo-American artillery guns, which made it very dis-

agreeable for an artillery duel.
Did7you have plenty of flak amm;nition?

Towards the end it was short, Periodical ly during the war

" there would' be a shortage, but basically there was no serious
. shortage until the end, . e

Did you lose many supplies by air abttacks at dumps and depots?
Operdtionally they were not affected.

During all of this period there was a substantial amount of pro=
duction, yet there appears to have been & great shortage in
operational aireraft. How do you account for that « so few
aircraft being available when the production,was as large as it

was?

In Africa we had a shortage of fuel and ‘it was decisives, But in
Italy I made nany savings in fuel, even down to the fact that
artillery and flak had to be drawn by oxen. I managed to save
-enough to carry.out the necessary movememts although the situ-
ation was tense. IR T

How many gallons did you have;in Italy?

When I left Italy there were three amefgencf’gésolin@ units for
each vehicle. Each unit was enough fo lasgt 100 kilomet:rs.

What sort of retioning methods did you put in in Ttaly .in 19447

Pirst of all, I ordered a reduction, in the number of notor ve=
hicles to the most vital minirums., Thig was near the end of
1944 Something like.that.was in effect before that but it was

- 15 -
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not rigid, and was according to the situation. I then forced a stand=-
8%111 of all vehicles through hon-fighting periods. I introduced the
horse-drawn and oxen-drawn equipment , as of Cassino tine, These
neasures were put in several times whenever the situation necessitated
it. Heéavy trucks were replaced by light ones. e shange: to vehicles

- uging light oil rather than heavy oil, In mountainsg we used cable

cars. A special organization of supply transport handled all the

;vehicles by using the best, drivers and by wvery careful naintenance.

It was a strict rule that each vehicle would have to carry a trailen,
especially heavy trucksg. Continued: loss of vehicles by fighter-
banber attacks caused me to'put flak guns 20 rm on vehicles and camou-

-flaging cld ‘vehicles, whichh ad been bombed, as new oness We had
;sentries“evéry 14000 meters . to tell each driver if the bassage was ok,

or if there was any dangerd We used dispersal of traffic for night
and foggy driving and comouflage by making traffic on roads

- when there was no traffic at all, by throwing on watery or lakes, pic~

tures of traffic. You were firing frequently at this camouflaged traf-
fic on the lakes, R )

What was the:effect of the effort of the Allied Aii Forces to isolate
the battls area? : L e

At sgme'ﬁéints down in Italy our. supplicscheoonne wery .short, (- 4y -

but because Field Marshal Kéitel was doing such & wonderful job in
sending additional supplies, the effect wes not- so gerious as it other-
wise would have been,

Was there enough gasoline to fly all of the sorties you needed in Italy?

We had to limit our activities in order to build up a reserve for timos

when the necesgity would be great. :

When did you initiate the poliey of saving gasoline for that type of

necessity?

We were doing that extensively about the middle of 194k, but basically
we had been econonizing very Strictly since before the war.

How do you account for the fact that aireraft production was so very
much above the planes that were available for operational purposes?

Fram my own point of view my groups were alriost up to par. However, I
heeded more groups and I think the planes were in other theaters of
the war, I always had the impression that iche numbers which Saur

and Speer gave were not COrrect, because in ray groups.the planes
which were sometimes accepted did not have the optical insbtruments
and thus the planes.were not operational, At Feast port of the air-
eraft had to be given up to training centers and this accounts for a
large pert of the difference; ey 4

._'- - 16 -
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' '.-When.you 'érriveﬂ on"the Wé_stem E‘roﬁt, aid yfou thin}c the situation

was hopelesg?

. &L though the Reﬁiaé:en crossing ereated a wery difficult. situation,
“I would not oongider 1t hopeless, but if I am %o speak about this

Western war, I would like to say something about- the leadership
Prineiples. I did not.like to- take over in the West, because the ..
gituation was very tends and I did not know Ty subordinates and

L did not want to take over unless T knew the Army Group personale.
1¥e I did not know the worthiness or unworthiness of these men,
and I did not have the spiritual feeling. of.-leadershipe I did not ™~

- know the state of thelr training and.T did not know whebther the . -

divisions -were deployed in accordence with their adaptability for-
the terrain. I could not got an cverall view, especially beeduse.

observat ion flying was o very difficult. 'hen the . supply of goods

and manpower was made tremendcusly difficult through the constant
gtrain of. air attacks. But, nevertheless, I saw no reason for

camplete pesgimism when T came to the Western Front and saw the..-
situation. %1

last a little longer, and if we had had a few days longer, they

might have brought about a deeisione.- I would like %o say that the _ .

dir Force was not under oy camand, but only attached to mea/ If
we had been able to create a large amount of flak troops just be- -

hind the lines, we night have shot down more .fighters and fighte&'-.---‘-'
bombers, . : -

o

Did the flak troops that were organized aescomplish anything in
your opinion? ' ' '

Iyewae notoesogudcassiulins T hsa hoped.

Did the meing of ‘the.air fields prior to the crossing of the

Fhine keep your air forces fram being operational?

Losses were bearable on {;he air fieldse Only part of our aircraft
at these fields were destroyed, and I understand that scme of
these fields remained in operation. '

Out of your long experience, what would; you say abaxt the effeet
of the bombing of troops? ’

Troops in Italy were immine to thess abbackss Contrary thereto,
the troops who were stationed on the Western Front showed con-
siderable signs of weakness under bombing attacks. All in all,

it has the greatest affect on the morale of ground troaps. If

the troops can stand that,. they are the greatest troeps. You can
do a lot by passive resistvance $o it, by camcuflage and by digging

13
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foxholess " Thirdly, by dispersing troops and guiding them through
routes which are covered (through ‘woods -and. forésts); and by avoid-
ing roads. I rust enphasize again that bonbing attacks have a tre-
rendous effect on the troops. o )

Qe Whet in your opinion were the eritical fadors that won _the war?

- A. As a member of the Inftwaffe, I am naturally prejudiced, but I ba-
lieve definitely that it was the Allied Air Forceess v

Qe . How old are you?
Al' Eixty-

i Q- That's all,
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