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severe losses and damage in the air war, speedy repairs to damaged
aircraft were essential, Delays in the repair cycle meant that units

| depended almost entirely on new production for replacements., It is

| significant that "new production™ which was presumably increased nearly

| threefold in 1944 did not provide the GAF with sufficient fighter air-
craft to augment its order of battle and that at no time in 1944 was
the GAF able to compste numerically with the Allied air forces, It
is clear that the attacks on transportation contributed in no small
measure to the dilemma confronting the GAF,

. In summary, then, the attacks on 0il and transportation
launched in mass after air supremacy had been obtained were two vital
factors preventing the revival and resurgence of the GAF, The Luft-
waffe, whose task it was to ward off attacks on oil and transportation,
suffered its death blow in failing to accomplish that task,
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