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" to pull up at all with the Zeke in a climb. Although using a large proportmn of‘
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COMBAT PERFORMANCE.

~ Action Reperts of U. S. Navy and Marine Pilots = .~ Mgt ol

Against Various Enemy Types.
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Pnlot‘s Coments Ly
v I-'hU vs. Zeke HERL TP S e R e L ok
0nce again the Corsa.:.r demonsi'.rated :Lts greater speed but :E‘om'xd it impossible

:mce*xd:l.ary amrum:.tion, :1.t. vias feund harder to. make the Zekes burn *
i -i‘ 0

OPERLTIONS AuaII‘ISJ. T‘{E IL\RSHALIS 3 29 Jﬁlf -l F“'B l9hh

Pask Group 58.1 " L siened R L, il
USS ENTERPRISE : : v AL o ! : - :
AMr Group 10, 0, R. Kane, Cdr., IJSN.
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Pilots! Notes gty R0 ) " ¥
: WFGF is, faster and can- out.—da.ve Zekes Zeke has better climb. a.nd turn.
FEF 6-.50 cal. guns much more effective than Zeke's firepower. "

iction tooIc place “at S,OOO to 10,000' at which altitude F&F seemed i’as*l'.er
ard had no difficulty sta.ylng on tail of Zeke. Zeke outcl:inbed FGF v

-

"I caught Zekes while in ﬁnsﬁn« d:l_ve ‘and F6F overhauled them easily. Zekes
very maneuverable."

"Zekes clmbed f‘aster at slcﬂrer 5peeds.- F6F turns. with them at medlum to
hizh speeds.- F6F can out-dive them and get more altitude at end of dive by pulling
up. I believe F6F can turn a lot’ tlghter t"u.n most people think."

USS CABOT ; ) ' v %
C.0. air Group 31', .R. die _".Iinston, Lt. Gdr,., USH:

Comparison of F&F-3 and. Zeke

"The Zeke is much more maneuverable tnm the I‘6F-3 ard has a h:.gher rate of
clirb at low and medium - altitudes. However, the F6F-3 can dive away . from the Zeke
at 7ille The 7.7 M/g does very little damage but the Zeke is wvery vulnerable to
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. Je2l, ¥/g fire. Speeds of F6F-3 and Zeke about equal on level tut F6F-3
:2.35-._ “‘c-J_a' on Zeke in a 300 dive at 24,50 RF. at LOV manifcld pressurc. The
et idly when D by bursts of concentrated . 50 cel, fire. One
m:l_d-“-r and dum:.e; shed its left winz vhen hit b ur fire. Two

o:_:;‘:;;_:c? LaTHST '“'E}Ur; l'.l ', 3;:?;,1\1, 12-25 FEB 19hh'

Tz2ss Group 55.2
UsS ILTauPID
3.C. VI-6, Wi, G, rraebte, Lb. Cdr., USIG:

_gscarvs.FéF—j R L R y % . :
TThs USCOT e.o.ss Was Lirine four fixed wing guns. Tne inboard guns shovwed a

sm2ll flome in fi r:..._,, anpearlng to be ,30 caliber machine guns, while’ the out-

board guns showed a very J.e.rrre 1lame ‘and apoaared to be 20-mm. camnon. - ;

“Osm h'e.d a radial enzine, f:ufed tail vrnec.L, and long thin J.uselc.fre. It
was painted a very dark blue with deep red (not scarlet) discs on the top side
cf the wings and on both sides of the fuselage (about half-way aft of the cock-.
pit ). Tts -belly was. pa.:mted a’ llg‘-Lt orey.

B

3

“Ita pllot am::edrﬂd emerlenced and cg.pable. . He was reluctant to attack
the three {3) pl;.ne fn“m tion J.rcrn 'bne rear. He concentrated upon the seciion

ader.

- )

f0scar!s turninz capecity is considered reime I'lu...blc. I f,.pp:eared better
than the FOF-3 in climbing c‘..pacrbv and :|.ts equal in spoed

ITre pilot Lept the cocrm_t cano*oy closed.

2Tre plene hed a very clear, ‘spic and spen' now appearance. The paint
seamed to be waxed or lacquered.”

ask Group 53.3 ‘ g g _ ' s
US55 SOtko® HILL  °
CeQe adr Group 17, .. IIcB J‘._ckscn, Cdr., S

Zexa vs., FOF-3
Tire Gokes werc rmch inferior in speed and climb at the altitudes of this

’

e :.:, 500-L000 feet., Their only.chance was when they had the altitude advantage

sent of surprise and !jumped' us. ifhen their superior nmencuverability
Then to quickly zet in a 14231 shot! position the FEF-3 could out-dive
T7ith a Zcke on its tail, an F6F cannot turn inside the Zcke enough to keep
plz4 h'-t Tt can get awey by diving and tristing vith the ailerons.

-3 has the t2il position it can turn with the Zeie cnouzl to get in

st, but cannot stay there. for over 909 of. turn. The Zeies, still burn
3{1y. The ruzged construction of the Fé7-3 tail stends up rell under
~m. and T.7-rm. gunfire. The 6-50 cal. guns of the I6F-3 shoot dowm

with a relatively: .,mal}_ cxwenditure of ammunition. The T6F-3 is a
nerior fightor to the Zeke in 2ll features except mencuverability.!
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C.C. VF(N) 76, Y. P. iurand, Lt. Cdr., USH:

Zckes Still IExplode
Zcke's performance on this occasion was typical of thnt reported in -
encountcrs by other squadrons. It can turn inside of the FEF-3N. .t the alti-
» tudes of the encounters, 1000' to 5000', the FOF has greater speed in level .
flicht and can dive away from the Zeke. Best method of breaking off an enzage-

ment is to turn toward him and dive under = d:.ve :Lnto a cloud if one is handy as
in this case.

"Zeke still explodes on gebting ceven a short burst of .50 cal.. Tile FEF took
10 hits of Zeke 7,7-mm. -and 2 of 20-mm. without apprecizble loss of operating :

efficiency. cxcept. that ‘hydraulic s:,rstemrwa kﬁOCked out, wheels and flaps had.to ‘;:
¥ . [ 3 :“ = ) % : ] » -‘_ " .\. - . ' ,2

‘be pumped: dm'm m.mu.lly Ay

1
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Tas}n Group 36.

USS DLI.TOMJL BJI-I Lo _" i .": ;’::'r‘-_ '_": A _.‘ W .. "

i g USS mcrom Headon V—_'ggpt'__;‘;';u_sr;:f | e N

' -_FM23 VS Tony 4 v a : : { e
: .- WThe most, effective mglcs o£ attack (on the Tony-) were hlghsz.de runs from b
ea.*hﬁr quarter._ Tony“* best dcfense was the use ‘of violent skids and turns o
“just over the surfa.ce of the water.: The final attack was successful bccuuse the
Jap pulled up :m.t.o : ‘climb to the left, giving both Fnzo 'F':Lde-open chance for .
good s‘iots.; R SRRV, i S e A : : 3 g

Je.:o Tacbics Syl ' ) N b
.2 "’fh e .dap pilot: apmrently t.acuvh'l:. he Yras. fl"—";l‘t.lnu Fth 5 and that hc had &
vastly. supcrior-édge”in speed as 1.frel]. ds maneuverability.. In the tail .chase he
gave no indication of concern over his ability to out-run his.pursucrs, main-.
taining his original course of 035°, and only when the Fi2s began closmg at
sea.-le\rcl dJ.d he drop his m_nfr-‘tc.nk nd commence cvasive t.g.ctd.cs.
'Itony's Per: ormance -
u.fter dropm.:no his wing-tank Tony appeared. 4o slov up vat"b_.r _than increase
his speed,” thé cause’ unknorm, although black’ smoketrails-from-his engine indi-
cated a very rich gas mixture. Tony ... droppced what scomed Yo be magnesium
) strec.mers, vrhlch left c;lindrlcal smoke tralls.

t,, e A e v “ar
“Tony' ma.y ha.vc h«...d. rmor around p:l.lot as 50 cal. n_ts in 't.hc coclgpit
Splmt\.red the enclosurc, ,-and calised ‘eéngind te smoke; but the pilot hpp:,rcntly

was not hite. _ _ : o s

-

Comparative Planc Performarce ! - -+ . .o o ' wet ELF
UFi2 is considerably more mmuvcrg.blo ’-:h.n iy et s ‘.,*._1 not as
mancuverable as Tony." |
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VC-63 Pilots! Report:

Fifty-Mile Chase to Catch Tony

aftcr the bambardment, during the retirement of the task forcc, the four
FM2s on combat air patrol were vectorcd out to intercept a bogey reported L5
miles ahead. Planes flew at 180 knots, climbing to 9500 feet. . Tony was
sighted and overhauled after a 50-mile chase. Using full throttle, the FM2s
descended from 9500 feet to LOO feet in a shallow dive at 330 knots. Closing was
gradually made at sea level at indicated air speed of 275 to B0 knots. The
Tony made extremely sharp turns ot full speed, turning inside the Fii2s and
leaving distinct vapor trails in turns at all altitudes. The Jap was bracketed
by the fighters which made passces.and head-on runs. Two more Fi2s approached
from above and behind and fired on his tail. 'Practically on the water by this
time, the Tony made a turn to the left and received hits on the engine from
the FM2 on the starboard quarter. The Jap. then pulled up into a climb to the

left and was. f:.nished off in:a final attack which sent him Spinn:l.ng 1nto the :““’» .
Wat.er in flamas. < _ | o

Task Grcug 58 2
USSMON’I‘EREI : Ca Ny
v’ (s o 4 Ia.r Group 30, J.
Zekes and Cszars . SRR e 4
The pilots engaging the cnomy VF on this mission state that the F6F—3 i
is almost as maneuverablc as the Zeke and CUscar at fast speed; the F6F-3 >
could out=dive the Zeke and Oscar and was almost as fast at lower altitudes, '
but could not climb as fast or as stoeply. _The Zckes and Oscars were not i
aggressive and did not work together; when our pilots- turned into them, they

would break off and pull up. Nothlng unusual in t.he way of armament or pro- 'l'_";: i
tection was noticed." e B R TES R

¥ ‘Q" i

- USS- caBOoT | . : T ' B
Ce 0, anir Group 31, « Ao U:mston, Lt. Cdr., USN:

" Recognition Features of Judy

1. "Fast single-engine bomber. - in-linec engine with air scoop below
fuselage., Rl ' ' '

2. "Very clean lines - fuselage round with bomb carried in internal bay.

3.' "Lorig cockpit enclosurc raised above fuselage with open rcar cockpit
for gumner. , -

4. "Mid~ring or lmT-mid—m.ng with average dihedral fram fuselage, wing
tips tapecred.

5. "Spced very high - greater than 300 MPH at sea lcvel.

6. "“From a short distance onc of these plancs might easily be mistaken
for a Zeke or Tony, because of its extremely clean lines.”



- y-daps te turn, whereupon they jettisoned a Lota.l of at least four bombs and i

ey ey

Judy's Performance

"Our pilot estimated the F6F-3 has morc speed than the Hemp or Zeke. He -
could closc quité rapidly particularly when closing with the cnemy in a power
dive. During this combat the enemy did not use any v:.olcnt evasn.ve taet:.cs. Our
plane was able at cll ‘[‘a.mes to turn i.nsz.de 't.he onemy ' Ll

"......n second pilot spotted two Judys flying low on the vater at a 900
bearing to the task group. He and another pilot gave chase for over LO miles
at full throttle but werc not able to closc to firing range. Two other Helleats.

from another CAP also 'oined 1n the ch;ase hu'b uere unable to overhaul the two
Judys o

"He f:_nal]y opened fire at extreme rcmrre (] 000 yards) ho:r_i.nrr to f‘ orce “te 3

pulled ahead even. further, until they were out of" s::.gh‘h in ‘the gathering d‘usk; 2
ees« clocked these planes at 260 knots indicated air speed at 50 feet above the ',
wa't.er, which corrects to at least 310 mi‘t.es per hour. ' Their speced was about =~ '

mostly ‘of weavin Z and skldding. Great rel::_ance seemed to be placed in thc:u.r o
" speed but while the enemy planes were fast the F6F-3 could élose.slowly or them at
altitudes where ‘low blower could be us ed. ab low altltudes in neutral _blower the
Judy was a little fa.s*ber. ' : : .

..'b hi"rh speeds the Judy appea.red to have vory lltule 1atera1 maneuv'erabn.h.ty
thelr pilots evident.‘l.y dopendmne mainly on the plane's speed for protection. - i
These planes’ pushed over into 2. shallow dive when attacked to p:l.ck up spced. They
did not attempt to make a.ny usd, of the available ckoud cover. They seemed to be .
complctely. absorbed with the endeavor to get into the task force w i:th their bomb’
load, like the third plan¢ which was shot down just as it started a stecp glide-
banbing run on our picket destroyer. Ship's- guniers shooting at approaching

planes of this type should be warncd t.o oxpect spceds of.‘ a.t lec_st 300 IJPH ancl to
lead them. accordlngly." REE PRt et (R T LY

. USS HORNET , . i R b L e
o7 e.0. vES, A Dcan, e car., g B Y e LUNRg

F6F-3 Cu‘l‘.cl;.sses Bet.t.y e s S R
. The Betty was outclassed in speed gnd mc.ncuvcr blllt ‘,r. Tpe_Jep returned
fire with his 20-mn. as:our p:.lo’c. made his min. . s :

"The Zeke attempted to “t.urn i‘rom “the attack, without success, despite the
fact that the FOF carr:Lcd a belly tank while the Jap did not. The F6F had no
troublec ovcrtakz.ng ‘the enamy and our six . .50's proved more th an adequate to -
destroy him.n ;

I".
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‘fask Group 58.3
USS LEXIHGION
C.0. Air Group 16, H. M. Snowden, Cdr., USH:

F6F- vs. Zeke and Tony

' TZckes worc morc mancuverable than F6F and seomed to have edze in climb= -
ing performance at the.low altitudes (1000'-4000" ) where the v were encountercd
on this strike. F6F seemed to have edge in speed.

"Iwo Tonys for somec reason failed to close range on TBF=lc in LO to 50-mile ¥
chase 50 feet above the water. TBF was indicating l95 knots a2ir speed and jink- -
ing. . TBF-lc is considerably faster than Jake, and was able to climb to 500 feet .
altitudé advantage ahead of Jake in five separate runs made in spoce of 25 to 30 i
miles while chesn.ng Jake into Peleliu Island. TBF wus carryinz a Hark 10 Model

6 aircraft mine at the time and was :Lndn.cat:.ng 180 lnots. The Jeke was, ;Jlnkin%;,' e
about 10 to 20 feet above thﬂ vrﬂter. = 5 oy s H

“a0n the basis ‘of one brief cmcounter, Tony seemed ellghtl_;' faster fhan el h R
- F6F-3 at low alt:x.'budes, maneuverability and climbing ability of both planes ;, N
seemed about . equal Several pllots felt that FéF could dog-fight Tony success— ' ©

“ 1l B S : ._ . A Lo
s

OPERuTIONS M;Ii;s'r HOLLxNDL»., 21-28 AtR 19uu

ask- Groun 58 1 ' A -ivf R
Uss CG: PENS . :
. Bu0s “u.r Gmup 25, R. H Pnce, Lt.qUSN.

L

Helen, Oscar, ‘Mick and Hamp : ALy *
TFGF pilots belicve they could overtake the Helen. In the case of the one

destroyed, our planes had marked altrbude advantage with the Jap showing 200
knots TesseSe at sea level. .

#The F6F is cons:n.dera.blj faster than thé Oscar, but on one occasion Oscar
turned inside and -escaped by diving away.

"\ Hellcat, with slight altitude disadvantage, had great difficulty in
overtaking a Nick, at indicated sea level speed of 260 knots. Our planc only
closed vhen the Jap appcared to ease off throttle.

",n FEF cncountered a Hamp and overhauled him quickly at I...S. of 200
knots. The Hellcat, at I...S. of 180 knots, folloved Hamp through onc tight
Split 'S', bub greyed out while attempting to follow the Jap tihrouzh the same
mancuver a sccond time. Toward the end of the engagement, Hemp descended to the

trce tops and cxecuted continual tight flipper turns at slow spceed which our
fighter could not follwmi.

"One of the Hellcats was jumped by a Nate but dove awey and quickly out-
distanced him."



F6Fs, 1nd1c;at1ncf shellsl (20-n1m ).
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Task Group 58.3
USS PRINCETQN

C.0. idr Grdup 23, H. I-.Ziller;,'Lt. Cdr., USN:

Linat

thes on. Betty and N:J.ck
Betty:

1. Possible 1ea.k-prooi‘:|.ng becaube numerous hits .,.round mng roots &
caused no fires. ' : B 3

i S als: Speed :m 150/200 dive estimated 225/2 30 kts. Betty held 220«230 i
kts. :md:l.catcd for severdl miles. in level f].lc"it ovw t“se Waten after dive.

' _"_F:..ring'from rear cockpit turrct resulted in wh:.te puffs around
rdather- than bullets,. ;

o _2 ..' '.. : --"4’\.“: et
3, b“‘\.-<?':|-'”-.i SRRt A 1A

i - ol e
O)Nick's speed estimated at 2h0 kts. F6F do:.ng <

ny hits _from astern around cockp:-_t and wlngs 3 Jc.p« p:.lot
proba.bly no’c killcd, :md:.c:a.‘c.:l.rvcr armor pla.te 2 and ‘plane did not catch fire until

Oac.ar,\ Sally, Nick s D:Lnah and Bett‘f

T0scar was much more maneuverablc . and could c=4511y out-tum F6F at the low 4

2 al'tltudes 'where -engagements were fought (2500'-1000') F6F appearcd i‘aster,

and could out-dive Oscar.  Jap pilots did not fight their planes with much skill
and a.ppeared of comparatively low ‘caliber. Leak-proof tanks of .Oscar appeared

reasonably efficient, as none of 3 Oscars enrragcd was set on fire, although all
wrere hit hard by long bu‘rsts.

‘e b

None of the Sal...ys attempted any s:.gm.f:.cant cvasive tac:t:l.cs, other ‘than
diving to sea .level; onc rocked its wings from sidc to side.. Defensive fire

. from:the Sallys was weak and entirely ineffective. Only onc of the four Sallys

burned - and it.not heavily - although hit hard by long bursts, indicating
rec.sonably' off:.c:r.ent lea.k-—proof tanks. The Dinzh and Nick relied simply on
straight away spced to escapg our VF. The Nick had about a 700-yard edge. on

3 FéFs carrying belly tanks, when tallyhoed. The FéFs pursued the-Nick for
about 30 miles at an altitude of 3000'-L000' and at an indicated speed.of about
230 knots without being able to closc. One FOF then dropped its belly tank and
was able to close slightly, hitting the Nick at extreme rangc and -shooting it
dovm at the ond of a 35-36-mile chasc. The Nick did not return fire, and did
not burn, The Dinah.was shot dovm after a 5-mile chase and appeared to be

* indicating about 200 knots. < 1',,‘. 2100'. It burned freely. Mo defensive fire

orcountcrnd._.



"Both Bettys went down close to the water when attacked and tried to out—
‘run F6Fs. “ihen overhauled, one Betty turnecd into attacking VF; also used
violent sitids. The other Betty ffish-tailed! in evasive action as fighters
made runs from astern. Speed of Betty at sea level estimated at about 220 knots.
F6F carrying belly tank closed at 235-2L0 knots indicated. FEF, which dropped
belly tank and started from 10,000', indicated 265 knots on level and closed
Betty in 10 minutes (Betty had 7-10-mile lcad). Defensive fire of Betty entirely
ineffective. Both Bettys were shot down in flames, indicating contimued lack of
leak-proof tanks.! : . ’ '

OPER.TIONS AGAINST TRUK, 29 AFR - 1 MiY 19kl

Task Group 58.2 .. .. .-
- U89 CaBOT -+ Faridd i e bl Sl
C.0. air Group 31, Rt &

: ‘;.‘,. A

' Kate and "Probable" Tony '+ St il e

' ®Ine Kate shot down by a CABOT VF was flying low over the water in the
center of TG 58.2 after dropping a stick of four bombs at the USS MONTEREY.' The
F6F pilot climbed to 1500 feet to avoid the heavy A/i fire directed at the Kate. .
and used this ‘fire as a guide to.keep the enemy plane in sight until clear of the
screen. He then dived, firing one short burst into the Kate which made a sudden
pushover and burst into flames. . rop L 0w s A A ORI

P

g oo T 3 &) e

faisaml i Lot R

# "The (possible) Judy was encountered at 1000 fect, climbing to take cover’

. clouds 2t LOOO feet and flying at approximately 170 knots. ' The F6F closed .
on it, indicating 205 knots and caught the enemy at 3500 fect. One short burst’
was cnough to send the Jap crashing down_in flames. In neither of the above i
cases did the enany use evasive tactics. The Kate was flying a straight course
and the Judy tried tc outclimb the F6F.. In each case the FEF was faster, indicat-
‘ing that, while the Judy can outrun the FOF in level flight at sea level;.the FEF
can catch it in a high speed climb." L 4 AR S

oy
"

*(i‘lote: _The iden_tificati:ox:i 6£' this plane as a Judy is questionable,
Since the pilot reported that it was a fighter and closely resembled a
P-L0, the Jap aircraft was probably a Tony.) - -

| USS_YORKTGWN , - _ .
} ’ C.O. VF—S’ Ro .C. Jones, Lt., USNR: T

F6F=3 vs. Jill - g

Mhe FBF-3 caught the Jill at sea level in a surprisingly short time.
Other perfomance comperisons not available, cxcept that protecticn for the
fuel tonks (if installed) appeared completely ineffective against .50 caliber
incendiary ammunition. Pilots reported Jill burned as rcadily a3 Japancse
plancs known to have no fucl tank protection." '

Task Group 538.3
USS IEXINGTON :
€.0. .ir Group 16, E. H. Snowden, Cdr., USH:

Judy and Zeke
Onec Judy shot dorm flying just above the water appeared to be indicating
no more than 190-200 knots during stern chasc and attack. Repeated attacks

]
.,

= wn e
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werc necessary to down another Judy, possibly indicating effective armor and leak-—
prooi tanks, DNeither Judy burned. Comparative performance of the Zeke and F6F
unchanged: Zeke can out~turn FéF, is generally more mancuverable and can probably
outclimb FOF at low altitudes. -F6F has more specd and can outdive Zeke. It is

still not recommended to dogfight Zckes at low altitudes. The Zcke scoms as
vulnerable as ever, burning readily.

~ Notes on .ir Combat with Zeros over Tyuk -

WZero pilots encountered on this and succ eeding strikes appeared 1nd1v1duolly
more skillful and expericnced than any hitherto scen by this Squadron, and inflictex
on the Squadron ‘its heaviest air combat losses to date (3 lost over Truk - 2 of
whon viere new pilots - as compared to 2 previously lost in shooting dovn 70 Jap
. planes). However, _the Ja.p p:x.lots continucd for the most part to fight as individ- .
> uals -and. without. team"wbrk, and as long as our planes held to their section, team -

and division organlzatlon, comparatively little trouble wes cxper:l.enccd in -shoot~
ing the Zeros dovm.  (Two of the 3 pilots lost by the Squadron were lost in
_-individual dogfights.) Occasa.onally, Zexo pilots attempted.some i'orm of team
* work: ‘In one instance, a se*ct:.on df Zekes was - engaged, and the 2 planes’ attempted_
to defend themselves by crossz.ng over in what was apparcntly the beginning stages
of an attempted !Thach weave', _Both planes viere shot down, however, before the
weave was completed. ~On another occasion, L 10-12 Zckes camec out of the clouds in
column and peeled off on VT and an escor‘b:l.ng team of VF. The VF turned up into
the Zeros, whoreupon all the Zeros but 2 appearcd to break off" the pass and pull
up. The remaining 2 Zekes continued the pass at the VT and were prcmp‘bly attacked
by 2 of our. VF._ The Zoros above them_ resumed t.he pass and heava.ly attacked our

2Wt'

TBF vs. Zeke £y : AR

The 3apanose plane st...rt.ed beam Tun, ,.nd the pJ.lot recogmzed J.t as a
Zeke. The torpedo pilot turned into the cnemy plane, which slow rolled and dove
under .the TBF whlle the turret gunncr fired, hitting the Zeke along the after part
of the fusclage. then the Zeke came into view.under the TBF's starboard wing,
the pilot of the latter dove and opened fire with his wing guns, also hitting
the Zcke abeft the cockpit in the fuselage. “shen the TBF had closed to less than
200 yards the Zeke went into a spiralling dive from 1500 fect and the TBF broke
off. it the same moment a second Zeke came in from a six o'clock position and
followed the TBF for 20 miles while the latter was on his way to rejoin the other
torpedo planes. The second Zcke made four runs from five, six and seven o'clock
positions, firing on two runs, but was prevented from closing to effective range -
by the timely fire:of the TBF turret gunner on cach run. The TBF was not damaged
by cither of the Zekes. VF were called by the TBF, but cculd not locate the planec
and hence were not able to contact the Zckes. The only air o:mos:.tlon encountered
by our VF was a Hamp which made a highside run out of the sun on a 3-plane team '
of F6Fs 10 miles NNE of Mocn, while they werc escorting scme of the SBDs. This
Zere hit 2 of the FéFs, but was promptly shot dovm. This was the last cnemy plane
encountered by our VF during the 2-day strikes against Truk. Five planes were
damaged but none were lost on this.strike."
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USS ENTERPRISE
C O. VT"‘].O, 1”’. Io Martin, Lt. Cd.'[‘., USI{'

TBF VS, HanB : ‘ ’ '
"#Four Hamps hea.ded on oeposite course tumed, but apeerently wiere unable 't.o
close Saew (en the TBIt‘s) ool a. Zeke broke away when firecl upon " I

OPERATIONS ar PBJ.;Y.' SEARCH PIANES IN CAROLINE ISLANDS 30 HAY - 10 JU'N 191;11

VB—].OS' Based at Eniwetok ity e b ....':;,55::,_.1:..'..' gl
' G0, -109, N. M. Miller, Cdr., U R

: “'{Encounter with’ "Possible“ Imng L T s : SN 6 OB -

" "PBLY on routine search north of the Caml:lne Ielands szgnted ~v.'rn.eﬁ.: he s
bel:x.eve.d’_to be a Betty % mile distant off the starboard beam, and started to OG- -
rsue..’ He' tade-a 1809, turn, 'bo s‘barboa.rd and_the enemy also began'a -180° turn,
3etf;!.soning bm la.rge objects which nay ha.ve bees; bembe or d.roppab'le tanks. 3

“The turn of the enex:r:;' plane was sherp and. well a.nszde 't.hat oi‘ the PBLI,, :
and. l:jlaeed the planes again on. opposite courses. “TWeaving up, from ‘below and a™';i "
little on the” starboard bow of the PBLY the enemy plane pulled up sharply (vapor
streamers “obsérved’ from wings) just'ahead of the PBLY fo'firé and then dove, .. -
pe.ssing helow, the ta:Ll, before pulling up steeply aga:m into ‘the elouds 1000 feet. Mg
above. 'The. bow turret of the PBLY got-hits on the nose of" the enemy -plane; as it

me up from belcw, "and drew smoke from “the underside of the fuselage between the v
nose and. the wing, but the tail turret failed to reach 4s the ‘enémy - ‘flashed’ past.

The -enemy opened fire at about 200 yards, and fire was observed- fram’ two' carmon

and 2 x 12, 7—Inm. in. the nose, but the f:l.re wes 1neccura.te and passed PBhY v
harmlessly.

Ja.p Fire Inaccura.te ik ol M o

T‘PBL;Y, having since altered the tentatlve identii‘icat:.on from Betty to -
‘Nick, (Pilot later identified plane as Irving rather thah Nick.) Jettisoned :.
bombs and went down to 300 feet altlt.ude, 'turning to port to keep-the enemy in
sight. " The.Jap plane made another 180° turn and returned on the same course
as the PBLY, 1000 feet above, and overtakirg.very slovily (210 MPH indicated- by
the PBLY). While still. out of range, the Nip dove toward the PBLY, coming ‘in
from the - -port quarter above at about the PBhI's 8 o'clock position. FBLY turned
to starboard to keep the tail to.the enemy, and the tail and top turrets opened
fire as the.range closed to 400 yards, hitting the nose and forward fuselage of -
the Jap as he closed to 200 feet. The enemy wa's apharently discouraged by the
aggressiveness of the PBLY's tail and top turrets, and' his fire, which should .
have been most effective in this run, was again ma.ccurate and har":'.l.ess.' I‘b is
to be noted the enemy at no time used tracers.

s

h "Passz.ng the PBL;Y, ‘the eneny pulled away :Ln ‘a, cl:l.mbm" turn to port. -
port waist. gunner- of the PBLY raked the enemy's belly aft of the wing but no

damage was observed, and- the ‘eneny broke off the enaagement and headed west. at
30C0 feet altitude.
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Enemy Well Armored

No fire was observed at any t:Lme from the enemy’s rear cockpit, and the
greenhouse canopy did not extend as far back as the trailing edge of the wing or
seem to include any rear cockpit gun position. The two cannon were high in the
_nose and close together, the 2 x 12.7-mm. near the bottom of the fuselage and
widespread. The plane seemed well-armored, as the fire of the PBLY, though
accurate and. well-directed, drew slight smoke and resulted in no observable
~damage where much mlvht have been exeect.ed L

PBLY Des troys Kate

‘

.within sight of Truk, a_ PBLY of VB-109 desi,oyed Kate. The ac'bion as describe.u
‘by the’ squadron eoumnarzder follcms* A 'f'? : e iR

-

e nwbile sti:f.}. “bwo m:Llesr~ awa

X .'.wl

Ka'be belcmr and -shghtly tc:"'port. :

A

"The* first burst hit “the Katets engine and the ‘~fusela¢e by the starboard
wing roo’o, ‘and flame appeared ‘about ‘the ‘cowl flaps on the.port side, stream:.ng
up. over: the cockpit. ‘The second burst at 800 feet. range went under the Kate.

~ The third burst at 500 feet distance’ squarely hit the enemy plane's ta:u.l,a: and
the bow’ turret gunner held it directly in his fire, following as far through- as
he was’ able. As "he PBh‘f passed the Kate wias to port and d:.rect&.y under t.he
port w:l.ng. s :

iy e e v
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On 6 June 194l;, while on seareﬁ throuzh the Nort‘mrncc_rola.ne Islands and s

y,--the' enemy‘ plane i shertly 1d.en‘t.1fied as a Ka'be,
e apparentljr “sighted thé PBLY ‘and nosed over, still: ‘headed for Truk. The PPC nosed -
- over as well and the PBUY's bow turret openecl 'f:Lre at 1200 feet range, m.th the

“The port we.lst gurmer ‘picked the enemy up under the win—b at: 300 feet range

. and fired all the way back to.his own 7:30 position, riddling the rear cockpit

and then the engine as the PBLY banked slightly to port. The rear cockpi‘b gunner
of. the Kate had pushed his canopy back and vas standing up preparetory to bailing .
out as the Liberator's port welst frun onened ‘As our gunner later obseryed 'He

: : o 3 5 B - 3 3 o R C
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"About 500 feet from the water,:the Kate jettisoned two bombs (apearently
depth bombs) and.then fell off on the port wing and struck the water without
bouncing. The explosion of the depth bombs coincided with the plane explosion.
The entire action had taken some five or six minutes. ‘lhen the Kate was sizhted,
the navigator started to remove the astro-hatch to allow the top turret to fire;
when he finished removing it, the action was over."

Betty Quickly Dovmed
The value of a two-plane interception patrol at dlfj.er:mg altltudes 1s well
illustrated by the action azeinst a Betty on 10 June by a PBLY of VB-109. Two
Navy Liberators were on special patrol some 1,00 miles ecast of Saipan, at respec-
tlve altitudes of 8,000 feet and 1,000 feet, when contact was obtained on an
nemy planc. The PBL;Y at the higher level mancuvered to attack. The entire
attc.ck took less than 13 minutes, with an expenditure of 275 rounds of .50 cal.

ammnition. The f.'ol_'l.om".l.rlb was included in the squadron cormander's report of
the action:
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UFire was opened by our bow turret at a range oi‘ 1500 feet. The initial
wurst was cxtremely accurate, incendiaries splashing over the starboard wing root
and fuselage of the Betty. The top turret fired a short burst, scoring accurate
hits alonz the fuselage and in the cockpit area, Then the range was closed to
1000 feet, Betty broke away in a vertical power dive, smoke pouring from the
starboard wing:just’ outboard of the. engine-nacelle.” -The Betty continued its dive . ..
straight into the Water, suggesting the pilot may have been killed by the munfire &
of the PBLY. The Liberator dived briefly after the cnemy to insure the kill, :
indicating 265, knots (325 knots T.A.S.) for a fow seconds. es.. --Fourteen minutes
- from the pcs;.tion, “the: PRUY encountered our Carrier Task Force, the exa.s’ccnce of

which was the search plane's m:.ss:l.on to keep from emm;- snoopers. e 5 R

Sl

X Destroys -nldentlfled Tm,n-I}ngme “Aircraft - ¥ VR s
_ sNavy Liberator of. VB-103. on patrol about 170 mil es aast o:E the I-Ia.rianas
‘on 10¥Fune 19k 'sighted a “twin-engine plané.. It was flying at 2000 feet, at’an
“estimdted. speed ﬂ{;lés Inots..;;The PBLY went dovm to, plck up speed, then started
climbinig"'and::sﬁhmg giind;;f;‘o _port; o' _get on’ jt;he enexrv‘s tail. The Jap “began’ to
‘climb’before theturn was compléted. | The Liberator was doing 230 kmots-af 220
'.t‘eet ﬁititude s@nd:élosing: slightly on. the enemy who was, 200 feet above.\

A "Qﬁr *bracera'-seanod be go:.gg :into t»hc'.starboard eng:l.ne and fuselage from
“ the start. * Firgt,:

“the® starboard engine ‘flared up, the ‘flame went out, and then.
flared Up again‘after. more +50,cal. were poured intd it. Meamvhile, the Jap was.
firing from’ ’cwin guns’ in 4, tuirret at the after end of the greenhous.... .They w:l_nked
like 20-mm,  This cauised: the bamber pilot to. pull directly behind the i’lgh’oer's _' ‘,f Foth
tail, “After .the starboard wing flared up,- “fire was concentrated on the port” .. T
ongine and it soon started to burn., The PBLY gained rapidly from this pomt, _ '_ o
while -the twin-engine plane started ‘dovm, not out of control, however. It was - .
apparent that its pilot- intended making a water landing. In this he was not™ "' .o
successful. -He hit.the water with such force that the fuselage tore off from

the- w:mgs and broke up and sank at once. The wings contimed to float all in

one nlece, ‘as’ d:a.d part of the tail. . No survivors Were Scerl. Bl Mty -' SR

£oaensti T

"The for'.:a.rd end of the cockpl’o vias mcely faired into the fuselage, - and
the turret ab the after end of the greenhousc was sét forward of “theé trailing
cdge of the wings. Ving tanks were under both wings. - The enames were radial. b

- "Phe time from sighting to kill was four to seven minutes and the actual
‘shooting secmed a mattor of seconds. FPBLY personncl tentatively identified the
nlane' as an Irving. - (T.A.I. Comment: Definitely not Irvm This plane is
pcx.:m.'tfg;,xr ‘the ncw Y—-2O (061.11 'G:m»:a‘)) " A
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CELRATICN OF PBZY-B SEARCH ‘:’IA .T,, 18 IL‘LY 19hl

‘J?—13 Based at. J..n:metok: : e
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IT‘q:Ue on routine pabrol out oi‘ Enr.retok, a PB2I—3 of_‘ VP——13 s:.ghted a'Betty,
flying at 2000 fcet &nd ‘one mile distant. The Coronado reversed course to close
with the cnomy and, on entering a cloud, bezan instrument let-down from 6500 feat

v'lth 210 knots IAS. (225 -k:ncts in slight turbulenca was the naximum speed

!a_f_“c.ar lvaving “the clouds , the Botty was slghted four or five mnles ahead.. P
It soon became evident that the PB2Y was losing ground in the chase, sa the bomb :
+load of two 325;F depth bombs. and threc 1007 bombs was jettisoned. The Coromdo o5
“then ‘nosed ‘over to 50 feet’ ‘Above the:water and gained rapidly on .the Bett.y with's
between 175-180 knots IAS at 2600 RFH and L7 inches manifold pressurc. ‘Betty'ts®

speed was judged to be. between 150-160 lmots. » -Ap roach was made s} 1ght.ly to port-
4. a.nd from 1?00 feet b lmu' : %3 b s g N

- é‘

Y

% The. chase lead throuc,h‘ nu.nercus light. rain squalls and 19 m:.nutas aft,er ’:Lt.i"f.%'-'-‘.";
had begun,’ t.he Coronado i ached'- -po‘ r b dlrectly under md po:o‘bably unno’ciced b,
" the Betty. '_'

" The P.P'C. put t.he ‘PB2Y 1nuo a steep climb towards the enemy. Gn rea.ching
900 feet altitude, the bow- turrct, top turret and starboard waist mnnerg gpened
fire, concentrating on the ‘port wing root and evidently puncmrlng the gé.'sohne
tarnks., Flame trailed from the port wing after only a few bursts had been-fired.
Trithdin 20 seconds after fire was opencd, the Betty plunged 1nto a vertical dive 3 "".’-'

h::.t the- water and exploded There were no surv:t.vors..

At no tme was 'bhere any' return f:ch from the Bctt:,r, nor dld 1% take any '
evasive tactics. .Vhen directly beneath the Japancse plane, Coronado's personnel -
reported it was possible to: see dircctly through the tail blister and that the
station appeared to be ummanned. -No side blisters were noted on the Betty and
the subscquent study of photographs taken during its crash indicate the usec of
four-bladed propellers. (Note:: This aircraft has been identified as be:.nrr a
prooable Type Betty hiodel 12 Ghi2, ) ?



