, the-aircraft industry had to'be #idely: disper:
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Information obtained from Colonel

Edgar Petersen of the G.A.F. Allied Tl ity

source. Received in Britdin 20 July
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II U.5. BOMBING TARGETS. =

III JOT ATRCRAFT,. I }

MOTE: Colonel Petersén's long career
in the G.AF. included periods as
fommodore of K.G: LO (Wing Commander,
Fighter Wing 40), and as C.0. of the
" Kormando der Erprobungsstellen- (Testing :
Statiens Cofmand),. . Rechlin,’, While *
he no doubt deserves the reputation he'
“enjoyed in the’GiA.EL, ‘as a man“Betber
efployed dn missions £or K./G.L0 than
as resporsible head of the Ge&.F. -
., besting organization, his position 4n
" both capacitics gave him the oppértunity
for an objective view of the Lultwafle
which would have been impossible  to “the*
more academic type of specialist, and it "
is felt that his observations may there— -
fore be of value : TS ol
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The chief effects of the inaugiration and continuance of i ST G,
American Air operations over Eurdpeg were: (a) to force a change from - - f

the offensive to the c1_éfens:r"__a're-\w'itﬂ 4 dis-contintiation of the Lomber
e

programme and an increase ‘in the fighter:programme: and. {b) 4

drep in‘productiom. Tie Ger “first réelized that: the & ided.
intengive operations over Burope.in the summer of 1937 ‘Fith'ihe fa1l
of Sicily it was obvious that targets in the South of the Reich would '
come within rangs of concentrated American attacks, RSN

in fikhter strength. - In December 193, however, Hitlen
nothing which savoured of defensive warfare -and ‘actually orders
that-fighter streéngth should ‘be reduced in favour of He 11 P proan
It was not wntil June/July 19y that ‘tKis- intredible decisiom was -~
reversed and an attempt tq inérease-fighter ‘strength was begun, ~ But
no -direct mpdification of airerdft types and armament' resulted becanse .
fypes had been changing for the whole of the preceding year, i.8. thse =
262-and 163 vrere elready replacing s/e fighters. These new types. ''n
however were not fully operational or ‘even fally into production: by
the middle of 154l when Hitler fihally agreed %o incredse the ‘gt
progranme,” 2 :

‘The inmediabe countermeasures shoull have bgen a vast incredse - .
: . 2 T
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long time converting “to Hs.293 and both mnits were not a little-
discouraged when they were ordered back to ordinary bombing. The .
removal of Hs.293 equipment and the necessary ré-organization as
,Ja.r-t of the reason for the postponemen‘b. The.whole idea behind the
raids wds psychological, Hitler!s idea being that’ terror could only .
be corbated with terror, bonce*'nmg plane losses, or numbers. ' -
participating in'the attacks agamst ‘Alldied a:_rfields on l Je.nuaa'y
1945 » I have no :Lnformlt:l.on. d :

At the beglnn:mg of 1okl when nhe ‘Allies began “to nse Itallan
bases it became obvious that a shuttle service with Russien bases
was the .next logical step, Vhether German “intelligence. had amny
“exact: :E'ordmowledge oi‘ Allied intentions I do not know.

What readgust'ne ts in our Flak ma.y have Been necessitated by ’c.he
advent of high altitude daylight bombers is a matter outside my
province, but I do ¥mow that the introduction of rockets and the
group firing -of several A.A. .guns, or rockets,or both together, was
introduced, Our &.&. personnel was considerably augmented when day
bombing started, though T can give‘ no def:‘.ni’c.e figures,

The.reasons wihy, mors “intruder operations were not triad over
A..&.F. bases in England are fairly complicatsd and dinvolve: tonsider-
ation of the ‘extremely’ eﬁ‘:.cien't fighter defense. of ihgland, Brxh.sh
L ReD.F., and readlly eycellent fighter control, JIn order to Jattack
merican basés in ‘England, it would have been necessary’ for- German
~alircraft to carry extra tanks to an extent at which the superlorxt}'
in speed of Allied i‘:.ghters would have become critical, With such a
position ohtaining, day attacks on Ameritan dgirfields were, out of the
cuestion, and towards the cnd of the.war, the gasolinc situabion
dxcluded the whdle poss:l.sﬂlty anyway

¥

: .GE'rma.n Sucéess in the PoI-t:ava afi'\a.:r appears 6 have be fdue
to maxinmum concentration of efford within the Shortest- t:.mea tlie. use -
of flares for mrkmg_;" and the extensive employmentsof small anti- . -
personnel bombs in -addition to, mcendmies. In the Uest, by the
time the American air fbrces had acguired continental bases, the
G.AJF. was in a very-poor state dlike as to machinesy pilots and
gagoling, Our sbortaﬂcs viere such. thit we could net lkeep up any
sustained effért, and it was uscless tonibble-at the problem. of Low
level attacks. against W4Sy I fiar bases on’tho Gontinent,  So
far as the Alldds are ocoricerhed; i iy own opinion, there were no
};&gets whi Ich t.hey mght advﬁﬁ‘tﬁ“geéusw ha.\'e attacked yre'b n.eglectad
0 do S0,

e ourselves wrere unable to develop a la.:‘ge flghter—bombar
force with planes of thé F7 190 Type because. abgolutely: cvery: afreralt
available was s required ag a f:.ghter pare: and simple, Let: me here..
brlefly sum up the hlStOI‘:‘,r of the Germa.n 9th A:Lr uorps s “é.n(l 9th

Flicger-Korps *9 Sometine: fin l~91¢l e
. Frblich, beihg enpaged in'm gt
on T‘ngland. xm.ard..', he
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‘no mdﬁﬁ'ory which could

: .&r 334 vas to be 2 few m-c:nth"_ beh: heMe, 262,

II.. u s, BOQ'bigg Targets. -

'\Te mquestionably realised thaf. t;hez Americsms had dafinite plans
for the system&tic selectipn of targets but- I cannot say when this reali-:
zation first came., An- an.alyais of atbécks soon showed that the mein - i
targets which were . being systematically selected weﬂe oil producing works
and refineries, ball bearing mdustries» a.nd ra.:.lway statio] and._airfieﬂ.ds.
There was a definite German. defep.s& “the ¢ ;
vital targets, 8484 'the ‘ccmce'.
round oil produecing cent 5§ i :
batteries, ‘As far as T know there was pever. a.ny plan %o defend c‘e*tain
selected targets to the complete -negléct . +of others; “Prior to the’ Sdmmer. .
of 1944 the effectsof American attdcks on the” s.:.rcra.ft industry were:
mainly local and althou&h this had cauaﬁd a certain améunt of: diapersaa
with consequent drop. in -productmn it was not until the keginning of the
summer of 1944 that lastins- effects apreared,.

L.

dn 1941/42 it was decided fo incréase the fighter programme, The
‘then averase monthly. production af,sao fighters was to step up auccessively
to 500 and 700 monthly " Further d.eq:.sion-s to increase this proe Mg Lo
were made, and by November !.943 -the ‘combined output of a1l -the programmes

.then embarked on should have given 3,000 fiehters per month, This soal

hewever was modified to 2,000 per month in order to produce & number of
bombers as a concession to BITLER's demands=for offensive warfare, Even
this figure of 2,000 per month was further reduced in December 1943’ to

*1,500, ‘Phese of course are the prge:ramma figh{-e’s and the:,r were. qui.te

certamly never attained in. actual a{reraft v:rbduqtion, Of: the actual
production figures I have no details. Up b0 July 1944 the-Air F@t‘ces had
only third priority in the. :armament programme and it. was not un{:ii the.
last attempt) at increased figh*er produption was made that the' G, 3, ¥,
aeain enjoyed firgt priopity, I'believe that: in J&huaxyfﬁ‘ebru&ry ::945
2, 000 f‘iahters per month were 'beipg proc’lﬁced” : :

“ins % believe, it was recozuized in the autumn @f 1943 after the attack
on Plo.,estci that German 04l ‘sipplies ha
But ‘bhis ‘shift of pollcy did\noﬁ &llo b lirecovery, t oy
vall bearing position, - The ball" bearing industry was never pir K

to its orizinal pos:t-mn, bub it wa'.s restored to scmething lilke a- sah.s—
factary :sta:l:e on a\mod.i : ttack on. I’ried.‘rich hafen -
exerted a very ‘great: inf 11 i :

the Allted point of vie 1
have 'been 011 ‘otl and. mei‘. o

III = Jet. Mrcraft

-——-—-—_._._..d
%

The He. 862 shoul;i, h&ve r:

flew as a reconnsissance aircraft in §ept o er 194}4'. R

same time three prototypes. the He,.

Ee, 280 project was .@ropped becalse spe

factors were quzt‘e . fa_igfactory ~ The,
W ; RE




ui‘*‘icientlv intsrior to
act!..a.L use: of I‘rsr\ch ba

point of vi
: st.anding of
for: ﬁhe ML

Plamed. product ion‘csf ihe

Me. 163 = 50 per mmﬁ‘.h
Me, 262 - 1,000 pex month,
Ar, 234 - 1—200 per month

Actual nro duction was.




& The fuel used by jets, designated J;'B_, is an i-nt'e:;%aé@.i[._al.te prod

in the final.production of gasoline, Its production is cheaper tlan that
of emsoline, as two or ghree of the final manufacturing processes are
avoided. THere bas Teen ‘some speculation coneerning: the' thetry -of arma~ .
ment for.the Me, 262, As-far as’l am able %o undergtand the gquestion thHus
posed, the answer seems to be &4 follows: The original armement. for the.

Ye, 262 wes to have been 4 M.K. 108e but this wes abandoned in favour . .

or 6 .G, 151s, Experiments were carried out with 2 M, K, 103s plus 2 M.G.
151s but this was never operational. “Further-experiment's were also done
with & eingle 50 mm,, or 55 ‘mm, , cannon, Operations had also been earried
out with the R4M rockets, 12 undér each wing, but this had not become’
standard, There were never any particular difficulties with the convenfifonal
atmament mentiomed sbove except the usual difficulties of Belt feed wheh = .-
firing in a steep turn,” e 2 P T T

For the A.C. of 8., 6-2:
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_B,E. PEABODY

Brigadier Genera (SC 3
Chief, Military Intelligence

Service
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